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Abstract: The small lichen moth Tampea accepta (Butler, 1877) is recorded from the 
Indonesian part of New Guinea, which is an extension of its known distribution. The male 
and female adult and its genitalia are depicted and a distribution map is presented. 
Rangkuman: Ngengat lumut hati kecil Tampea accepta (Butler, 1877) di temukan di bagian 

New Guinea Indonesia yang merupakan perluasan wilayah distribusi dari distribusi yang 

diketahui sebelumnya. Jantan dan betina dewasa dideskripsi dan peta distribusinya 

dihadirkan pada artikel ini. 
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Introduction 

 

Tampea accepta (Butler, 1877) is a small yellow lichen moth (Erebidae, Arctiinae, Lithosiini). 

Its distribution was known to be stretching from Borneo, The Philippines, Sulawesi, Sangihe 

Island, Buru and Kai Islands (Holloway, 2001). Recent study in the collection of Naturalis 

Biodiversity Center revealed a nice series of old and recently collected specimens from eight 

localities in Papua and Papua Barat, Indonesia. The species has not yet been recorded from 

Papua New Guinea, but it is to be expected that it occurs more eastward than presently 

known. The foodplant of the caterpillar is yet unknown, but may be lichen or algae. The 

moths are rather common and prefer lowland forest. 

 

Habitus 

 

The moths are small, fwl. ♂ 5.5-6 mm, ♀ 6-8 mm. Male and female with similar appearance 

(fig. 1 & 2). Head, antennae, thorax and forewings yolk yellow without pattern. Hind wings 

paler yellow. Abdomen yellow mixed with some grey hairs. 

Genitalia as described by Holloway (2001), the male (fig. 3 & 4) with two conspicuous 

processes on the costa of the valve: a short, broad and blunt process on the middle of the 

costa, and a long sharp and slender thorn-like process at the apex of the cucullus. The uncus 
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is large and broad, spoon-shaped with long hairs directed backwards, at the apex a small 

thorn. 

Female (fig. 5) bursa with two small bowl-shaped spiny signa. 

 

Localities on New Guinea (fig. 6) 

 

The species is found in West Papua in Andai, Gunung Bembab, Demaisi, Senopi and 

Teminabuan, and in Papua near the Cyclops Mountains in Jembatan Dua (near Waena), 

Sentani and Dojo. All are in the collection of Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden. 
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Figs. 1-2. Tampea accepta (Butler, 1877), Indonesia, Papua, Jembatan Dua (Cyclops). 1. ♂, 

RMNH.INS.1732583; 2. ♀, RMNH.INS.1732584. 

   
Figs. 3-4. Male genitalia of Tampea accepta, prep. RMNH.INS.1732583. 3. armature; 4. 

aedeagus.  
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Fig. 5. Female genitalia of Tampea accepta, prep. RMNH.INS.1732584. 

 

 
Fig. 6. Known distribution of Tampea accepta in New Guinea (red dots). 


